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AQHA's new class emphasizes practicality and skill.
by Jenntfer Barrort
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Working ranch horse

Combine reining, working cow horse and roping
skills, and you have the working ranch horse class. Upon
entering the arena, you show that you can unbridle and
bridle your horse, pick up all four feet and then mount.
You then perform prescribed maneuvers-spins, stops,
Iead changes, rollbacks and a backup-in any order, similar
to a reining pattern. Then a cow is turned out, and you box
(hold) the cow at the end of the pen, then take it down the
fence, completing one turn on the fence in each direction.
Finally, you rope the cow and dally to complete the class.

Ranch riding
You might think this looks

like a typical western pleasure
class, but these horses move
out. Because of the number

of horses at Denver (21
entries). the class had two cuts

(groups of l0 and lI horses)
work on the rail at a walk,

trot, extended trot, lope and
hand gallop. Five finalists were
- chosen from each cut. Then,

one at a time, the horses
entered the arena and worked

at each of the gaits again.
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A good ranch horse has to nimbly
navigate obstacles on the ranch. This
class tesrs rhose abi l i t ies rhrough a
trail course. The obstacles at Denver
included opening. passing through
and closrng a gatc.  dragging a log.
crossing a bridge, walking through
logs, roping a bale of straw, ground
tying or standing with hobbles and
loading and unloading in a stock
trailer.
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